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TO T HE. 


Wanton wy Unclean. | 


EF all Groſ Sinners, . lie n more hid from the _ 
Eye of the World, and yet none more bl ap! 15 , 
their own .Con{ciznces, t by thoſe, we at 3 
I og wich, andend youring the Reformation * 

" | though the De of. Adulterer waits for the Twili vs "8 
and he is very ollicicous to draw a Vell over his 
Lewdneſs,.yet the Works of tbe Fleſh are meiſeſt, that 
is, manifeſtly. bad, and ſuch as theSinner's own Heart 
cannot, but diſallow ; Tho' the are Works of Dark-- 
eſs, vet they. cannot avoid the Diſcovery of chi 
ight, that Candle of the Lal. 4 vi wh n btn p — 
The Apoſtle tells us, that theſe works of the Fluſh nw 
which are thus manifeſt, are * 3 Adultery, Fornics- 
A 3 zi, 
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ion, Hncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Gal. 5. 19. In ſhort, 
all Seventh-Commandment Sins, which are not to 


11 Randt amg Chriſtians but with the greateſt ab- 


horrence and Deteſtation. Nor are they to be treat- 
ed of, but with Purity and Caution, and à ſtrict 
and careful Watch over our own Hearts, leſt Sin 
ſhou'd rake Occaſion by the Commandment: They are 


as Tharns which caugot be taktn with Hands, But 


the Man that ſhall zauch them, in Order to the Re- 


moval of them muſt be fenced with Iron and the Staff 


of @ Spear, 2 Sam. 23. 6, 7. 


And it were to be wiſh'd there were no need to 
name them, no nee d to diſcourſe of them; Tis a Ren- 
ne! _ cagnot take any Delight to rake in; 
Her While this Iniguity abounds, as jt doth in all Pla- 
ces, While ſo much of it comes to Light, and we 
have reaſon to fear there is much more that lies con- 
ceal'd, it muſt be nam'd, Feriſalem muſt be made to 
brow her Abominations, and the Filthineſs that is in her 
Skirts (as the Prophet ſpeaks) muſt be witneſſed 


2gainſt,as one of the crying Sins of the Land, and one 


of the Jamning Sint of Sinners. 


© The Prophet Exetiel little thought, till God ſhew- 
ed him in a Viſion, the great Abominations which the 


_ Hoſe of Iſrael did commit, Ezek. 8. 6. And after - 
1 


wards. he ſhow'd him greater, and yet greater Abo- 
minations ; Verſ. 13 15. I wiſh it were not ſo as 
to this Abomination in our own Land, which the Day 
will declare, when God ſhall bring every Work into Fudg- 
ment with-everySecretThing. We deſue not to know theſe 
Depths of Satan: We are willingly ignorant of them; 
but we earneftily deſire that thoſe who are fallen 


into thoſe Depths, and are ſnting to the loweſt 


Hell, may by the Grace of God be effectually reco- 
| 4 that their everlaſting Ruin may be preven- 
ted in Tie. 17 


- 
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To you then who call your ſelyes the Sons and 
Daughters of Pleaſure, but whom the Word of God 
calls Children of Diſobeditnce, and Children of Wrath, 
who live in the Fire of Luſt, and wallow in the 
Filth of Whoredom and Fornicatlon, even to you. 
is the Word of this Exhortation ſent in God's. 
Name, with. a kind and. ſincere Deſign if poſſible. 
to lift you up out of this Mire, and to ſnatch yon as 
Brands out of the Burning, Aſſure your ſelves nothing 
is intended but your Good, This Paper comes not 
to inform .againſt you, or to expoſe you to Shame or 
Puniſhment : But to perſwade you to turn from: your 
evil Way, that you nay live and not die, that you may 
have Everlaſting' Life and may not be Hurt of the fe. 
cond Death. | | 


And O that I could now chooſe out proper Words? 
wherewith to reaſon with you; And that Words 
of Truth might by the Grace of God be made 
Words of Power! I draw the Bow at 4 Venture, not 
having an Eye to any particular Perſon, But God 
ein direct the Arrow between the Foynts of the Har- 
nejs, ſo as that it may pierce the Heart of the Sinner 
to his Humiliation, and the Heart of the Sin to its 
Mortification, for the Word of God is quick and pow-- 
erful : God by his Spirit make this Word fo! - 


"a me tell you then, who are the Sinners to 
wkom this Diſcourſe is now addres d. | 


1. You that mak? 4 conſtant Practice of this Sin, 
and give your ſelves over to Laſciviouſneſs, to work all 
tincleanne(s with Greedineſs, muſt be put inthe Front 
of this black Regiment of unclean Spirits, which 
we are now charging, in the Name of the Captain 
ot our Silvation, who came into the World to con- 
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> If this Paper mould ever come into the guilty 
tures that have abandoned themſelves to a Life of 
Whoredoms, who are the Devil's ſworn Slaves and 
Votaries, and who as Factors for Hell, and avowed 


Enemies to God and Virtue, drive a Trade of de- 


bauching others and making themſelves vile. Thoſe. I 
mean that keep Houſes of Uncleanneſs, thoſe Nefts. 
of Wickedneſs, er that live in thoſe Houſes, or that 


frequent them, or acquaint themſelves with them; 
Let ſuch know and conſider, that Sodom's Doom 


will infallibly be the Lot of all thoſe who thus 
tread in Sodan's Steps, unleſs they ſpeedily repent 


and reform; Fire and Brimſtone and a Horrible Tem- 


peſt, this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. 


That's a miſerable Calling which Luſt only lives 
by, and which Soul and” Body will certainly be 


ruin d by, That's a miſerable Service wherein the 
Devil is the Maſter, Sin's Drudgery is the Work, 


and Hell-Fire the Wages, for the end of thoſe things 
Death. Such Houſes, and their Inhabitants and 
Maintainers, are the Scandals of a Chriſtian Nation, 
the Peſts of the Towns and Countries where they 
are, the Slaughter-Houſes of precious Souls, the 
Rendezvouz of the vileſt of Creatures, and the 
more frightful Habita:ions of Devils, Holds of foul 
Ffirits, and Cages of uncle an an hattjul Birds than 
Babylon the Great will be when it + fallen. Rev. 
18. 2. Solomon tells us that ſuch Houſes ave the 
way to Hill, going down, to the Chambers of Deaty. 
Prov. 7. 27. 


And therefore as-it is the Duty of thoſe that. 
have Power over them, vigorouſly to ſuppreſs ſuch 
Houſes, in which the ſtrong Man armed keeps bis 
Palace; and the Duty of ticie that have Power 

12 


* 


and polluted Hands of any of thoſe wretched Crea- 


Wr 
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in them to alter the Property of them, and to put 


away Tniquity, this abominable Lniguity, far from- 
their Tabernacles, ſo it is the Wiſdom of every + 


one, with the greateſt Dread, Caution, and Reſo- 


lution imaginable, to avoid fuch Houſes, to ſſrun 
them as they would a Houſe infected with the 


Plague, and ot to come nigh the Door of them, or 


enter into any Familiarity with them, upon any 


Colour or Pretence whatſoever. Tis Solomon 3 


Advice, Prov. 5. 8. Remove thy way far ſrom her; 
he having oblerv'd that that unwary young Man 
who was drawn into the ruining Snares of the 
Adultereſs, was caught paſſing through the ſtrect 
near her Corner, at an unſeaſonable Time. Prov. 7. 8, 9. 


Under this Head we muſt alſo rank thoſe who 
tho' they do not thus deelare their Sin as Solom, 
yet by their curſed Arts of dec-iving under the 


Diſguiſe of Love and Honour, Diverſion and En- 


tertainment, keep up and carry on a more ſecret, 
leſs ſuſpected Trade of Debauchery and Uncleau- 
neſs. Who (as they are deſcrib'd by the Apoſtle, 
2 Pet. 2. 14.) Have Eyes full of Adultery, and 
that cannot ceaſe from Sin, from this Sin, heguiling 
unſt able Souls by their Wiles, and decoying them 
aradrally, and by Steps which ſeem harmleſs, 
into the fatal Snare, Theſe are they who are 
continually projecting and making · Proviſion for the 
Fleſh to fulfill the Liſts of it, out of the Road of com- 
mon Froftitutes, and among thoſe that have yet 
preſerved ſome Degrees of Innocercy and Repu- 
tation. Ard the Wickedneſs of theſe is ſo mich 
greater than the former, as. the Methods they- 
rake, and the Snares they lay by Plays, Dances 
and other Reccearions, have a more fatal Tepdency.. 
ta the Corruption of thoſe, wha (as one of the Pro- 
clamations againſt Vice and Immorality expreſſeth 
t) have bien joverly educated, and whoſe Inclin ation 
would 
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F' mould lead them to the Exctciſe of Virtue and Piety, dr. 
4d they. not daily find ſuch frequent and repeated In- or, 
fances of difſolute living. Let ſuch know that the ve! 
Sin is neyer the leſs ſinſul for its being carried pa 


on with Wit and Intreague, and all the Plot and. 0 
Management that the Play-Houſe inſtrudts them S. 
in; but tis rather ſo much the worſe, as it ſpeaks thi 
the more Deſign and Deliberation in the Tempt- me 
| ers, and the more Danger to the Tempted. The: f gf 
„more there is of Subtiliy in any Wickedneſs, the ato 


more there is of Satan in it. 


Nor is their Guilt and Danger much leſs, who 
tho* they trayerſe not. the Ranges of an unbounded le 


. Luft, yet keep up a curled League with ſome: to, 
one particular Perſon with whom they live in Li 
Adultery er Fornication directly contrary to the Hz 
Law of God, or in-contempt of his Ordinance, fut 
and yet flattering themſelves with a Fancy, that wl 
this is of their Abominations a ſmall Malter. And is Bu 
it indeed a ſmall Matter for the gratifying of a rep 
baſe Luſt to live in Diſobedience to the Divine Gu 
Precept, and in Defiance. of the Divine Wrath and ou 
Threatnings? This is a Covenant with Death which pro 
muſt be broken, and an Agreement with Hell is 


which mutt be diſannulld or it will certainly bind 
over to thit Judgment which Whor:mangeys and 
Adulierers ruſt expect. 


2. You that at ay time yield to this Tempta- 


tion, and in any Iuſtance ſuffer your ſelves 10 be to 
overcome by it, muſt next look upon your ſelves Sir 
as concern'd in this Ca'l to Repentance. I ſpeak the 
to thoſe who though they are. not arrivd to to 
that keigth of Wickedneſs, nor have ſo far ſear'd nen 


their Conſciences, as to make a conſtant Practiſe 

Gi this Wickedneſs, vet have. ſuch favourable 

Thoughts of this Sin and theſs Sinners as to he ere 
dra n 


* 
- 
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drawn into their Snare without. any gre: Reſiſtance 
or, Reluctancy, thinking it though a Sin, yet a 
very excuſable one, and which they can eaſily 
pardon both to themſelves and others. When a fair 
Opportunity offers 7 4 {elf that they can admit the 
Sin, and yet avoid the Shame, they can promiſe 
themſelves ro paſs off the Guilt with a Lord hav? 
mercy uton me, or, God forgive me, and a little re- 


get when the Pleaſure is over, they think will 


atone for the Crime, and a!l will be well, 


Such as theſe have need to be told that every 
articular Act of this Sin is exceeding ſinful, That 
t is highly orovoking to God Almighty, contrary 
to, and deſtrudtive of the Spiritual and Divine 
Life in the Soul, and that ir puts the Eternal 
Happineſs very much to a preſent Doubt, and a 
future Hazard. You flatter your ſelves. that you 
will commit it but once, and will repent of that: 


But, How can you be ſure that it will be truly 


repented of, when tis but 'a peradventurt whether: 

God will give you Repentance to recover your: ſelves 
out of this Snare? The Grace of Repentance Is 
promis d to thoſe that ſincerely pray for it, but it 
is forfeized by thoſe that boldly preſume upon it, and 
venture to fin in expectation of it: And how 
can 9 be ſure that you will' not relapſe into- 
the ſame Sin another time, when by yielding to- 
one Temptation you ſtrengthen the next, give the 
Devil hold of you, and provoke the Holy Spirit 
to withdraw, from you > What Solomon ſaith of 
Siriſe is true of this Sin, The Beginning of it is like 
the letting forth Mater; therefore tis Wiſdom 
to leave it off before jt be medled. with, that is, 
never to begin jt, | 


3. You that perhaps ep your ſelves from the: 


Jour 
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Your ſelves in other Tuftances of Lewaneſs and Laſgi- 
wviouſneſs, muſt be numbred among thoſe to whom 


Fr 8 
0 
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this Word of Advice and Warning is ſent. You 


bleſs your ſelves in your own way, and thank 
God with the Phariſee,that you are ot Adulterers, when 
at the ſame time, unclean Luſts rejgnin your Hearts, 
are indalg'd and harbour d, lodg'd and welcowd 
there. 
in the Heart? And is not that Heart chargeable 
therewith which burns continually in an inordinate 
Aﬀeftion- and evil Conoupiſcence? Are not thoſe Hear: - 
Adulterers that give up themſelves to vile 
Aﬀettions, and make filthy Thoughts and Imagina- 


tions, unchaſt Reflections and Deſires, the conſtant En- 


tertainments and Diſports of a lewd and vicious Fancy. 


- Thoſe ate to be reckon d among the wanton 
and uncle in out of whoſe Mouth Filthy Communt- 
cation, daily comes, produced by the unclean Luſts 
that reign in- their own Hearts, and: defign'd to 
ovoke the like in the Hearts of others, whoſe 
inking Breath plainly manifeſts that their Inwards, 
their very Vitals: are corxupted. No Subject is ſo 
ratefu] to them, ſo pleaſing as. this, nor any 
iſcourſe ſo agreeable as that which Is offenſive 
to chaſt Ears. Theſe are unclean, their Speech 


| bewrays them. No Song, no Story, no Jeſt enter- 
. tains them ſo as a lewd one doth, nor can they 


that 


laugh at any thing with ſo much Pleaſure as 
ſhew 


which they ought to bluſh at. Theſe plainly 


that the unclean Spirit is upon the Throne in 


— — 


— — 


their Souls; for ont 


of the Abundance of the. Heart: 


Thoſe alſo muſt be number'd with theUnclean, whoſe | 


wanten Carriage, laſcivious Dalliances are upon allOcca- 


Have you never read of committing Adultery | 


ſions their Delight, and the Fuel that feeds the Fire 


of Luſt in their Hearts, (I ſhould call it, the 
Fire. of Hell) and. keeps it burning. 


Now 


Mani and Onciean. 
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Now theſe are the Sinners we would endeavour 
to reform, and reduce into 8 the Sacred 
Laws of Chaſtity and Modeſty ; and we ſhould 
hope, by the Grace of God, to do them ſome good, | 
if they would but be perſwaded to hear Reaſon, 
and not deſperately to reſolve againſt a Change of their 
way. When you are called (as you are at this 
time in God's Name) To return and repent, I 


beſeech you be willing to take it into your Con- 


ſideration, and do not ſay, as they did who hated. 
to be reform'd, Jer. 18. 12. There is 10 hope, 
no, for we will walk after our own Devices, 


Admit a Parley then; enter into a Treaty, and 
let us ſee whether we cannot propoſe ſuch Induce - 
ments as ſhall overcome you, and prevail with you 
to ſurrender to the Lord Jeſus (30ur Lord and ours) 
that Heart which hath long been garriſqq d againſt 


him by the unclean Spirit. 


Shall 1 ask thee ſeriouſty, Wouldſt thou not be 
helped? Wouldſt thou not be bead > Wouldſt thou 
not be made whole? Wouldſt thou not be made 
clean? Wouldſt thou not have this Devil, this un · 
clean Devil diſpoſſeſs d, which oftimes caſts thee 
into the Fire of Sin, and oft into the Water of Sor- 
row for it? Tell me, Wouldſt thou not exchange 
the filthy ſordid Pleaſures of a carnal ſenſual 
Life, for the pure, Rational and Divine. Pleaſures _ 
ot a Spiritual Heavenly Life ? 5 
If you be indeed in this. go Mind, will you be 
convinced of the great Evil of this Sin ? And will 
you be put into 4 way to break off from it? Theſe 
are the two Things I ſhall endeavour in this Ad. 
dreſs to you, and I am willing to hope the At- 


rempt 
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tempt ſhall not be altogether in vain: The Lord 


chooſe out Words for me wherewith to reaſon 
with you ? | 


Firſt, I fhall endeavour to convince you of the 
Evil of this Sin of Uncleanneſs, Till the Miſtakes of 
the Judgment are rectiſied, the Errors of the Life 
will never be reformed. Here therefore we muſt be- 

in; And God by his Grace begin here! The 

rnal Mind ſuggeſts to you the Pleaſure of it, 
rells you that ſtolen Waters are ſweet, and Bread 
eaten in ſecret 7s pleaſant, Prov. 9. 17. That this 
Pleaſure is preſent and certain, but that the Hurt 
of it is ſuture and doubtful : But that you may 
not be cheated into your own Ruin by this Fal- 
Jacy, I ſhall not queſtion but to make it out to 
you, that the Hurt of it is not at all doubtful but 
ot unqueſignable Certaihty, nor only future, but ſo 
much preſent, that if you will weigh Things in an 
even Ballance, you will find the Evil of it to be 


| _ infinitely greater than the Good of it, and that 


therefore our Exhortations to Virtue ſhould have 

Ears and Hearts, and that your Ears ſhould 

deaf, and your Hearts ſhur againſt all Temp- 
tatlons to this Vice. 125 | 


This will appear, if you confider both the Ma- 
lignity and Guilt there is in this Sin, and the 
Miſery and Wrath that follows after it. They 
that chooſe and wear the Garment ſpotted with the 
Fleſh, muſt thus be ſav'd with Fear, and pluck'd 
with a Shreek cut of the very Fire. Jude 23. If 
you have any Dread either of Sin or its Puniſh- 


ment, you will acknowledge the Evil of Vantonneſs 


and #ncleanneſs, | 


(1.) Conſider | 


rd 
on 
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(1.) Conſider the Malignity and Guilt there is 
in it. It isa Sin, an exceeding ſinful Sin; one 
of thoſe that are as Scarlet and Crimſon, an aboni- 
nable Thing which the Lord hates. 


There is no Sin ſo heinous, ſo odious, but a reſolved 
Cuſtom in it will do much towards the recou- 
ciling of the Judgment to it, ſo as that either it 
is thought no Sin at all, or but a little one, an 
excuſable Trick of Youth : And thus if it be not 
just / fed, yet it is palliated and excus'd, and a thou - 
ſand Arts us d to ſhift off the Conviction of it. 
And verily the Caſe is bad, and extreamly dan- 
gerous, when Conſcience which ſhould be of Coun- 
eil for the Government to detect and proſecute the 
Sin, is fo debauch d and vitiated that it is retein'd 
on the other fide, and becomes an Adgocate for 
the Sin. If this Light which is in thee be Darkneſs, 
how great is that Darkneſs * If the Judgment be 
brib d, the Judge is ſo, and the Sentence will be 
accordingly, 


Let me therefore beg of you to favour the 
Caſe with an Impartial Trial; be willing to hear 
what we have to ſay upon the Principles of Re- 
velation and right Reaſon, to prove 4nc!eanneſs to 
be a Sin, and a very great Sin; and if we prove 
in the General that it is a Sin, we deſire you 
will do us and your ſelves the E to ackns w- 
ledge that your Uncleanneſs, and the Laſciviouſneſs 
you allow your ſelves in is a Sin, a dating and 
dangerous Tranſgreſſion of the Divine Law, That 
it is ſo to be accounted now, and muſt ſo be 
accounted for ſhortly, whatever you have imagin'd 
to the Contrary, | 


| RE Let 
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Let us then carefully conſider the intrinſich 
Evil that there is in Adultery, Fornication, Hn- 
cleanneſs, and Laſciviouſneſs, and in tne Indulgence 
of thele fieſply Luſts. | 


1. It is cortrary to God, and 10 his Purity and 
Holineſs, and therefore it 1s Sin, both in its Root 
and in all its Branches. 


God that governs the World is «a Stiri; you 
impeach the Equity of his Dominion if you, 
who conſiſt of Fleſh and Spirit, give the Pre- 
heminence to the Flefh, and be govern'd by that; 
for the Spirit ought to 1ule, and the Body to be 
in Subjection. 


God is a Holy Spirit ; his Holineſs is his Glory; 
It becom his Houſe and Servants for ever to be 
Holy; you contradict the Defign of the Divine 
Revelation of God's Holineſs, if you wallow m 
Uncleanneſs. The more Spiritual you are, the 


more conformable you are to God, but the Car- | 
ual Mind is Enmity againſt him. Rom. 8. 7. Nor 
is any thing more directly oppoſite to that Pi- 


vine Niture which the Saints through Grace par- 
take of, than tbe Corruption that is in the World 
through Luft. 2 Pet. 1. 4, The Laws made for 


the Reſtraint of theſe fleſhly Luſts are ratified 


with this Reaſon, for I the Lord am Holy. Lev. 
19. 2+ 20. 7, 26. For no Sin doth more deface 
the Image of God's Holineſs upon the Soul, than 
'Uacleanneſs doth, nor render it more odious in 
the Eyes of the Pure and Holy God. 


When Foſeph was rempted to this Sin he call'd 
it great Wickedn:(s, b:cauſe it was a Sin again 
cod. Gen. 39. 9. When David had been ſurpriz'd | 

into 
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Into this Sin, he laid the Emphaſis of his Con- 
feſſion upon this, Againſt the, thee only bave I fine 
ned. Pſal 51, 4. As the prodigal Son alſo, when 
he was return'd from his Harlots, thus aggravated 
his Fellv, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before 
the:. Luke 15. 18. > | 


And is this nothing with you? Have you no fe- 
gard to the God that made you, and mainizins you, 
and will judge you? Is it nothing to you to be in 
a State of Enmity againſt him, and war with him? 
With what ſatisfaction can you walk contrary to 
him whoſe Nature and Will are the Eternal Ori- 
ginal, and Rule of Good and Right > Are you his 
Creatures, and dare you be his Enemies ? Have you 
a nectſſary Dependance upen him, and yet dare 
you perſiſt in an avowed Rebellion againſt him; 
Conſider this ye that forget God, 


2. It thwarts the Deſign of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
You are Chriſtians, you protefs that Holy Religion 
which the Lord Jeſus came into the Worid to in- 
ſtitute and eftabliſh ; you are bapiiz'd into the 
Profeſſion of it, and by your Baptiſm you are 
bound to obey the Laws of it, and to anſwer 
the Intentions of it. The Goſpel of Chriſt is a 
Remedial Law, and you hope to have Remedy 
by it. Tis a Charter of Priviledges, and you 
hope to be priviledg'd by it; but how can you 
expect either Remedy or Priviledge by it, if you 
will not obſerve its Precepts, nor come up to 
its Conditions? The Goſpel will never ſave you, if 
tt ſhall not rule you. 


The Deſign of Chriſt's coming into the World 
was to puriße a People to himſelt. Tit. 2. 14. The 
Deſign of his Goſpel is to cleanſe us from all Fil- 
thineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, 2 Cor, 7. 1. He 


3 hach 
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hath eftabliſked a Religion which as far as it hath 
the Aſcendant, brings all Carnal Luſts and Appe- 
tites to be ſubject to the Dictates of right Rea- 
fon ſanctified by the Grace of God. Chriſt ſuffered 
in the Fleſh, that we might die to the Fleſh. 
x Pet. 4. 1, 2, 3. Now Uncleanneſs as far as that 
Is yielded to, contradifs this Defign, and ſupports 
the Works of Darkneſs, and conſequently the 
Powers of Darkneſs, in oppoſition to the Intereſts 
of the Kingdom of Lighr. For, What Communion 
bath Light with Darkneſs ? 


We are not dealing with prefeſſed Pagans, nor 
with the Worfhippers of Baal-Peor, who learn'd 
of the Gods they ador'd, to be vile and unclean; 
no, the Religion you profeſs gives us ſome Hold 
of you; for it is a pure Religion and undefiled : 
You are Called by the Name of the Holy Jeſus, 
bes great Pattern of Mortification and Purity. 

ou are liſted under the Banner of the Crols, 
and profeſs to believe in Chriſt and bim crucified, 
and to be planted together in the Likeneſs of his 
Deich; but while you live in Uncleantiefs you ef- 
pouſe the oppoſite Cauſe, you are the Devil's Sol- 
diers, and fight under his Banner, with his Weap- 
ons, for his Intereſt. | | 


Now Cbriſt and Belial are contrary the one to 
the other; in God's Name therefore I charge you, 
| either to forſake your Uncleanneſs, or (at your 
EF Peril) renouace your Chriſtianity, Aut Nomen, 

aut Mores muta. Either change your, Name, or re- 
form your Manners : Either be what you ſeem 
to be, or ſeem not to be what you are not. 


3. It grieues the Bleſſed Spirit of God, and alway 
refeſts the Haly Ghoſt. As it contradicts the Defign® 


of him that was ſent by the Father to ſave A 
q % p o, 
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ſo it fights againſt the Intentions of him that was 
{ent by the Son to ſanfifie us, and to carry on 
his Undertakiog fer us. It forfeits all his Com- 
forts, and counter works his Operations. 


The Fleſhly Luſts of the old World provoked 
God to fay, His Spirit ſhould not always ſtrive with 
them; Gen. 6. 3. For his Motions are quenchd 


by the Motions of the Fleſh. Whegypthe Apoſtle 


cautions us ( Eph. 4+ 30.) not to EN, Ihe Spirit 
of God, he tells us, v. 29. what grieve him; no- 
thing more than corra: and filthy Communication. 
That Pure and Holy Dove will not dwell in a 
Cage of unclean and filthy Birds. 


Now, if the Spirit of the Lord depart from 
you, as he did from Saul, if he withdraw his In- 
flzences and Operations from ycu, you are undoxe. 
If he let you alone you are in the Suburbs of Hell 
already, abandon'd of God, paſt ConviRion, paſt 
Help, paſt Hope, given up to a veprobate Mind, 
and vile Affectiors; and this you have reaſon. ta 
fear will be the Conſequence of your perſiſling in 
that which is a conſtant Grief to him. What 
1ezſon have you to expect the continuance of the 
Spirit's Powers if you yield tothe Power of the 
Carnal Mind, and fide with the unclean Spirit 
againſt him > What have you to do with Spiritual 
Comforts, Who prefer ſentual Pleaſures before them? 
If you thus fin againſt the Spirit, take heed left 
you fin away the Spirit. | 


4. It is 4 great Abaſ: of your own Bodies. He 
that commits Fornication, or any other Act of Un- 
cleaneſs, fins againſt bis own Body, 1 Cor. 6. 18. 
It Self-Nſiurther be therefore juſtly condemned as 


the worſt of Murtiers, becauſe it is againſt our ewn 


1 Bodies, 
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Bodies, ſhall not Uncleanneſs for the ſame reaſon 


de an Abomination to us? No Man, no Man in 


his Wits, ever yet bated bis own Fleſh, ſo as to 
deſtroy it, yet Multitudes hate it ſo as to deffle it. 


Thoſe that indulge the Pleaſure of their Bodies 
forget the Honour of them, and the Honour of the 
Body we ſhould be as careful to ſupport and 


maintain, as to nouriſh and cheriſh che Life of 


it. Some People inſiſt more upon Honour than 
upon Life it felf. This makes ſeventh-Command- 
ment Sins their own Puniſhment, and ſometimes 
the Puniſhment of other Sins too, that by them 
Sinners diſhonour their own Bodies. Rom. 1. 24. 
"Tis as an Argument againſt Adultery as it 
s againſt Murther, that is the Ingee of God made 
be Man. Gen. 9. 6. Wilt thou deface the Image 
of God, and quite deſtroy the poor Remains of it > 

Wilr thou pervert the Intention of him that made 
thy Body fo fearfylly and wonderfully, and form'd 
it, for himſelf to ſhew forth bis Praiſe, the doing 
. of which will be Indeed thine own Praiſe. 


Man, Woman, inſiſt upon thine Honour, and 
preſerve it by maintaining thy Virtue. Argue 
thus with thy ſelf, ſhall that noble Structure 
which was erected for a Palace be converted into 
- a Swine-Stye > That curious Frame which was 
deſign'd to be the Tabernacle of the Humane Spirit, 
and the Temple of the Divine Spirit, ſhall that 
d ecome the Habitation of unclean Spirits > What 
2 baſe and ſordid thing is it to make theſe Bo- 
dies Members of a Harlot, which were defign'd to 
be the Members of Chriſt, as the Apoſtle argues, 
1 Cor. 6. 1. to make them Inſtruments of unrigb - 
teouſneſs to the Diſhonoor of God, which he made 
to be Inſlrymens of Righteouſneſs to his Praiſe. 

Kom. 6. 13. The Body is for the Lord, for his 
Vs 5 | Serv:ce, 


& 
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Service, for his Glory, and the refore ought net 
to be for Fornication. 1 Cor. 6. 13. 


If you have any ſenſe of Honour, ſurely yeu 
will not do fo vile a thing as to proſtitute that 
Body to the Slavery of a baſe Luit which was 
framd and fitred for the Service cf God, If you 
ſhould eſcape Reproach among Men for the Sin, 
yet ſurely you cannot reflect upon your ſelves 
without ſhame and bluſhing; and ſelf Reproaches 
are of all other the moſt uneaſy. Chaſtity 15 call'd 
Sandliß cation and Honcur, 1 Theſ. 4. 4. for every 
thing that is unchaſt is a Prophanation both of 
your Holineſs and of your Honour. You were 
made but a little lower than the Angels, make not 
your ſelyes a great deal lower than the Brutes. 


5. It disfits you for Communion with God both 
here and bereaſter. Lou were made for him that 
made you, te ſerve, glorifie and enjoy him; and 
this is the greateſt Happineſs you are capable of; 
but by indulging theſe filthy Lufts, you render 
your ſelyes utterly uncapable either to do any th! 
for God, or to have any thing to do with bin; 
you quench all the Sparks of Love to him, and 
utterly extinguiſh that Holy Fire; you root u 
all the Seeds of Grace, and kill them with theſe 
Weeds, | 


Whoredom takes away the Heart, Hoſ, 4. 11. 


takes it away from God who hath the Right ro | 
it, and ſhould have the Poffeſſion of it, and puts 


it into the Hand of bis Enemy and ours. It takes 
the Heart away, from Chriſt the Redeemer of 
Souls, and gives it to Satan the Deſtroyer of Souls; 
it alienates the Affectlons from every thing chat 
is Heavenly and Divine, ani cauſeth them to cleave 
to the Earth, and to embrace Darglills, It fills et 
Mind 
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Mind with vile and wicked Thoughts in Holy 
Duties, which render them an Abomination to 


Altirs. This we find a convinced Adulterer re- 
proaching himſelf for as ſenſibly as for any thing, 
Prov. 5. 14 T1 was almoſt in all evil in the mid 
of the Congrig atio and Aſſ-mbly. 


* — * 


the Faculties of the Soul. They are the Blind- 
neſs of the Underſtanding, the Debauchery of the 
Conſcience, the Alienation of the Soul from its 
Felicity, and the Obſtruction of all its Intercourſe 
with Heaven. For hit Communion hath Light 
with Darkneſs, the Father of Lights with the Wor ks 
of Darkneſs * What Fellowſhip can there be be- 
eween the Holy God and an unclean and filthy 
Heart? 2 Cor. 6. 14. | 23 


6. N # 4 Sin not only againſt God and your ſelvts, 
but againſt your Neighbour alſo, The ſeventh Com- 
mandment is therefore one of the Laws of the 
ſecond Table; and the Apoſtle makes it the ff 
of thoſe Commandments which arc comprehendet in 


Row. 13. 9. 


the Sacred Ties and Ronds of Marriage, every Act 
of Uncleanneſs is down-right Perjury, tis a Vipla- 
tion of the Covenant of thy God, and a Breach of 
the Marriage Vow; tis a great Injury to thy 
Yoke-Fellow, whoſe thou art by ſolemn Contract, 
who ought to be dearer to thee than any other 
Perſon whatſozver, and to whom thou haft pro- 
mis'd to be faithful. Dareſt thou deal treachereuſſy 
with Her that is thy Companion, and the Wife of toy 
|| Covenant ? Mal. 2. 14. Or with Nin that 2 Ya 

uide 


the Lord, for thus polluted Bread is offer'd on his 


Theſe unclean Lufts are the Corruption of all 


this Saying, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy fel, 


Confider this, Sinner; If thou thy ſelf be under 
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Guide of thy Touth, and that ought to be to thee 
for a covering of the Eyts? Prov. 2. 17. and Gen. 
20. 16. Is the Marriage Covenant nothing with 
thee? Is it nothing to thee that thou art gutlty 
of the · greateſt Injuſtice that can be to one whom 
thou ought'ſt to be not only ja but kind to 2 
And to do a wrong which thou canſt never by 
any Reſtitution make amends for? Tho' thy In- 


. jur'd Yoke-Fellow may perhaps know nothing of 


* the Injury done, yet the Righteous God knows it, 
and Will certainly avenge it. 


If thou thy ſelf be ſingle, but the Perſon with 
whom thou committeſt Lewdneſs is in the mar- 
ried State, thou contracte ſt the ſame Guilt, by 
being injurious to the Yoke-Fellow of arother. A 
Crime ot ſo heinous a Nature, that beſides theProhibi- 
tion of it in the Letter of the ſeventh Commandment, 
the very Deſire of this forbidden Fruit is expreſſy 
reſtrain d by the tenth Commandment, Thou Halt 

rot coves thy Neighbour's Wife. | 


Yet this is not all; the greateſt Injury of all 
is done to the pretious. Sou} of that Perfon who 
is thy Partner in the Sin, and whom thou eſther 
courteſt, or conſenteſt to, Know, Sinner, that thou 
periſheft not alone in thy Iniquity; but as if It were a 
light thing tor thee ta defile and deſtroy thine own 
Soul, thou art acceffary to the Pollution and Ruin 
of another Soul, a pretious Soul, more worth than 
all rhe World, if thou be the Tempter, thy Guilt 
is double, thou art ner only a Sinner, but a Sa- 
tan, 4 Child of the Devil, (Acts 13. 16.) an Agent 
and Factor for him, who not content to be kim- 
felf a wicked one, goes about continually, teekin 
to make the Children of Men wicked like himfel 
Verily, they are of their Father the Devil, who thus 
do his Luſts, they bear his Image, and they are 4 

| $ 


* N | 
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his Intereſts. hu 8. 44. And if thou only con- 
ſent to the Temptation, yet beſides thine own Guilr, 
thou ſhareſt in the Sin of choſe ro whom thou conſent- 
eſt, ſtrengthaing their Hands, and hardning their 
Hearts in their wicked way, Hearken to this ye 
Adulterers, and Adultereſſet, know ye not that the 
Friendſhip ye pretend to each other is really the 
greate#® Enmity that can be: You hurt, you wrong, 


you ruin one another's Souls, O what a ſtinging + 


Reflection will this be hereaſter / How mach pre- 
tious Souls are you acceſſary to the Murther of? 
Except a Miracle of Mercy give you and them 
Repentance, you will die in your Iniquity, but their 
Blood will he required at your Hands, 


God by his Grace make theſe Words convinc- 
ing! Nothing leſs than Almighty Grace can mak 
them ſo, but that can do wondrouſly. | 


(2.) Beſides the Malignity and Guilt that there 
is in this Sin, conſider alſo te Miſchief and Miſery 
that follows after it. It calling it Sh will not 
Frighten you from it, we will call it Death, and 
try what that will do; and we do not either in 
the one, or in the other, wie it. It is one of 
thoſe things for which 1he Wrath of Gol comes upon 
_ the Children of Diſobedience+ Col. 3. 5, 6. And wo 
to theſe, ten thouſand woes to thoſe upon whom 
the Wrath of God lights and lies“ 


Let us rake a diſtinct View of fore of the 
diſmal, and perhaps fatal Conſequences of this Sin. 


1. Hnclearineſs waſts the Body. He that commits 
Fornication ſins againſt his own Body, not only by 
putting a Difhonour upon it, and pro ſtituting it 
to a baſe and ſcandalous Ser vice, but by contri- 
buring to the Conſumjtion and Deſtruction of it. If 

you 
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you have any regard to your own Bedies (the 
pleaſing cf the vitious Appetites of which, is the 
utmoſt the Tempter can pretend to) yeu will ſurely 
avoid that Sin which threatens ſo much Miſchief 
to them. Shall the Fundamental Law of Self-Pre- 
ſervation have ne Command over you, nor Influ- 
ence upon you? 


Have you no dread of thoſe Pains and loathſom 


- Sicknefles which are commonly the Products of 


theſe Abominations> The Righteous God, by a 
Diſeaſe not known in the World till theſe later 
Ages, bath ffigmatiz d very many that have given 
themſelves over to Hncleanneſs, and hath ſet them forth 
as Monuments of his Juſtice ; in them the Scrip- 
ture hath been fulfill'd, that Wheremongers and Adul- 
terers God will judge, if Men will not. Multitudes 
have been made to mourn at he laſt, (though I 
doubt very few have been brought to Repentance 
by it) when their Fleſh and their Body haue been 
conſumed, and they haye rotted above Ground. 
Prev. 5. II. 


The Bones of many an old Forvicator are fall sf 
the Sins of bis Teuth, which will lie down with him 
in the Duſt, as Zophar ſpeaks, Fob 20. 11. Yea, 
and many in the midſt of their Days, become 
the Devil 's Martyrs, and after they have long been 
rack d aud tortured. with grievous Pains, end a 


miſerable Life in a more miſerable Death, and 


fall unpitied Sacrifices te their own Luſts. The 
Word of God hath ſaid it, and all the World can- 
not unſay it, le that defiles the Temple of God, 
him ſhall God deſtroy. 1 Cor. 3. 17. 


2. It warys againſt the Soul. the better, the im- 


mortal Part ot the Man. Fleſhly Luſls, tho they 
appear in the ſcft and charming Guile of Cour- 
| tiers, 
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tiers, yet really they are Warriors, they are Ene” 
mies, they are in Arms againſt us; they are Re- 
bells, Enemies in our own Boſoms, and theretore 
the more dange rous; the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Pet. 
2. It, they war againſt the Soul, they lay Slege 
to ir, batter it, and threaten the Ruſn of it. 


How many gon Souls have been youted and 
undone by theſe Enemies ! They diſturb the Peace 
of the Soul, and make it ſubject to continual Frights 
and Alarms which fill it with ſecret Terrors 
Night and Day. They waſt the Wealth of the 
Soul, as Soldjers that make hayock of all that's 
good for any thing in the Countries they ravage 
and plunder. They obſtruct the Adminiſtration of 
all Government in the Soul; Reaſon loſes its Do- 
minion and Conduct; Conſcience loſes all its Power 
and Influence, it is not heard, it is not heeded ; 
' theſe baſe Luſts put all into Tumult and Diſorder. 


And is thy Sou], that pretious Soul of thine, 
nothing to thee? Dareſt thou thus negle& it, 
thus expoſe it, thus ſuffer it to be waſted and 
over · run by the Enemy? Doſt thou not know 
that thou muſt very ſhortly give an Account of 
ir to him that made it, and made thee the Keeper 
of it? And an uncomfortable Account thou wilt 
give, if thou thus reſign it to Satan, and yield 
t as his eaſy Prey. The Serpent could not beguile 
thee but by thy own Fault. | | 


3. It is reproachful to the Name. An incurable 
Wound and Difbonour is got by it, Prov. 6. 33. 
Though there may be other Sins as provoking to 
God, and as miſchievous to the Soul, yer there 
is none ſo ſcandalous among Men as this is. It & 
4 ſhame even to ſpeak of theſe things, Eph. 5. 12. 


And 


cervet 


have 


Apoſ 
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And is this nothing to you? Haye you no va- 
lue for a good Name, nor any care to preſerve 


an Intereſt in the eſteem of wiſe and ſober People? 


Can you comentedly be look d upon as Slaves and 
willing Captives to a ſordid Luft, and to lle un- 
der a Stain and Brand of perpetual Infamy and 
Diſgrace? Is it nothing to you what People think 
or ſay of you, when they ſpeak: evil of you, truly, 
and your own Conſciences know a great deal 
more, and worſe than they ſay ? Is it ngthing to 
you for good People to be aſham'd of. you, as 
fit only tor the Society of thoſe that are a{togeth 


ſuch as your ſelves? Is it nothing for you tq.bring 


ſuch a Blot upon your Reputation as will. flick 


to it when you are dead and gone? 


Or if your own Names be of ſuch ſmall. Ac- 
count with you, yet haye you no regard to the 
Name of Chriſt, that worthy Name by which you 
are called? If you have made, and ſtill make a 
Perſonal Profeſſion of Relation to Chriſt, and caZ 
your ſelves by the Name of Facob, the Scandal of 
your Sin goes further than your own Names, it is 
a Reproach to God himſelf, and to the Lord 
Jeſus: The Name of God and his Doctrine is blaſ- 
phemed through you. What ſhall Pagans and Ma- 
hometans, Atheiſts and Deiſts make of Chriſtianity, 
it thoſe who profeſs that Holy Religlon lick up 
the Vomit of Heathens > What will they ſay of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, if thoſe thar by their Bap- 
tiſh profeſs to follow Cbriſt, and believe his Geſpet, 
live impure unholy Lives, contrary to the Sacred 
Character of both ? Surely then the old Reproach 
of our Maſter will be again renew'd., This Man Ye- 
ceiveth Sinners, and eateth with them, and you that 
have occaſion'd it will bear ibis Iniquity. The 
Apoſtle in God's Name |; us, if ary Man that 

3 + 
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i called a Brother, called a Chriſtian, be a Fortica* 
tor, with ſuch a one we mhſt not ſo much as eat, 
that we may teſtifie the utmoſt Abhorrence and 
Deteſtation of thoſe who thus name the Name of 
Chriſt and yet allow themſelves in this Iniquity. 
1 Cor. 5. 11. 


4. Ir is ruining to the Eſtate. The Prodigal Sox 
that ſpent his Living on Harlots, at laſt was re- 
duced to Huſks, and became Fellow-Commoner 
with the Swine. Many a one hath been brought 
to & Morſel of Bread by means of a whoriſh Woman, 
in our Days, as well as in Solomon's. Prov. 6. 26. 
Almoſt every Place and every Year can produce 
freſh Inſtances of the Waftitulneſs and Expenfive- 
neſs of theſe Fleſhly Luſts. Many have fo out- 
(pent themſelves and their Patrimony in theſe lewd 
and difſolute Courſes, that they have worn out 
the latter end of their Days in miſerable Pover- 


ty, and perhaps ended them at laſt in a Priſon :Þ}- 


So that if a careleſs World would tale warning, 
others aiſo might ſee and fear, and do no more 
preſumptuouſiy. 


As there is a direct Tendency in the Sin it ſel 
to the impoveriſhing of Men, for it ſpends that 
upon the Devil which ſhould be ſpent upon tke 
Man, ſo it provokes the Righteous God to entail 
a Curſe upon the Houle. and Family, which will 
undoubtedly fink and ruin it. Holy Fob faith 
concerning this Sin, and he ſeems to ſpeak the 
Senſe of the Patrtarchal Age, That it was 2 heit 
ons Crime, and an Iniquity proper to be paniſh'd b 
the Judgtr, as it was under the Law of Moſes 
But it they out of & contempt of other People 
Guilt, or Conſciouſneſs of their own, ſhould jcav 
the Sin unpuniſh'd, yet God would take the Wor! 
into his own Hands, and it ſhould be a 1 Co 
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ica* ſaming to Deſtruction, which would eat out all the In- 
Wy creaſe, Job 31. 11, 12. | | 
in | ; 
of 5. It is dreadful to the Conſcience, if ever it be 4 
ny. | awake. Know this (Sinner) that though now | 
thou mak'ſt a light Matter of this Sin, and thy j 
Conſcience altogether bolds its Peace concerning it, þ 
Son yet if ever God open thine Eyes to ſee the Er- 1 
e- ror of thy ways, and ſet thy Sins in order be fore q 
ner thee, thy Uncleanneſs will appear above all the 1 
Abt] reſt exceeding ſinful, and the Remembrance of it þ 
nan, will bite like a Serpent, and ſting lik» an Adder: 3 
26, Solomor himſelf in the Reflection found it more {| | 
luce] hinter than Death, (Eccl. 7. 26.) and more terrible; 
we-] aud ſo wile thou if God have Mercy in ſtore v 
out- r thee, and ſet home the Conviction of it upon 1 
ewa thy Soul, making thee to fo thin: Abomin:tions, 7 
our] and to ſee them in their own Colours and 4 
ver- Conſequences, 1 
ſon : 4 
ning, O the Horror and Amazement thou wilt then be 4 
more fiikd with! Then the Sin which thou mad ſt a ſport 9 
of will fic heavy: Tho' the Iniquity was ſweet it 
in thy Mouth, and roll d under thy Tongue as a ple. 
t fel fant Morſel, twill then be as the Gall of Aſps, $ 
tha and the Reflection upon it will perhaps make thee | 
they a Terror to thy ſelf, and to all about thee: How f 
tail] canſt thou be otherwiſe, if the Terrors of the Al- 
will mighty ſet themſelucs in array againſt thee? Thou 1 
ſaitg] wilt then loath thy ſelf, and abhor thy ſelf, and 
| Ui call thy ſelf Fool, a thouſand times, for venturing | 
bein upon ccunterfeir and tranfient Pleaſures- which 1 
4 thon ſeeſt and feeleſt attended with real and remain - F 
10% ing Pains. [ 
ple | q 
jcav Think (Sinner) when thou art tempted to this 
ory Sin, think ſeriouſly what will come of it: The 
2 c beſt that can come of it is that. thou wile re- | 
n. C 2 = pent 1 


a 


pent of it, and this thou preſume} upon: But doſt 
thou know what it is to repent ? That it is to 
be filld with .Grief and Shame, and Fear, to ſee 
thy felt under the Wrath of God, and the Curſe 
of the Law, and upon the Brink of Hell, and to 
be under all the Amazements that may be ſup- 
pos d to arife from hence. And is Repentance a 
thing tobe bought ſo dear: Or, hat Fruit will you 
then bave of thele things whereof jou are now aſhamed? 


Tr is dann ng to Eternity, if it be net retented of 
in time. It is a Sin which ſhuts the Sinner our 
of Heaven. The Scripture ſpeaketh cxpreſly, 
more than once, That they; which do ſuch things 
Dall not inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 
10. Gal. 5. 21. Nothing thar- defiles muſt enter 
into the New Feruſalem, that Holy City. Heaven 
indeed would be no Heaven to theſe impure 
polluted Souls; nor will the Holy God take thoſe 
to be near him and with him for ever, that choſe 


to ſet themſelves at ſuch a diflance from him, 


and engagd themſelves in oppoſition to him bere. 


And if thy Sin ſhut thee out of Heaven, I need 


not tel] thee where it will ſhut thee up; but the 
Word of God tells thee, that the Abominable, and 
particularly the Whoremongers ſhall have their parc 
in the Lake that burns eternally with Fire and Brim- 
Lone, u hich is the ſecond Death. Rev. 21, 8. The 
filthy Sodomites that ge themſelves over to 
Fornication, ſuffer d the Vengeance of eternal Fire, 
and are ſet forth for an Example to all that ſhould. 
afterwards in like manner live ungodly, Jude 7. 
There is a ſpecial Reſervation of this kind of 
Sinners to the Judgment of the Great Day, be- 
cauſe commonly they eicape Puniſhment from 
Men; for when all Sinners are bound over to 
that judgment, 'tis added; Cbhjefly they that _ 

| aſter 
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after the Fl:ſh in the Luſt of Hncleanneſs. 2 Pet, 


Let no man dective you with vain Words, as-if- God 


would not be fo ſevere with Sinners as his Word 


faith he will; is he rot a God of Trub, faithful 
to his Threatnings as well as to his Promiſes? 


Is he not a Righteous Governour, the God to whom 


Vengeance belongs, and eanſt thou think he will 
ſuffer his Law to be violated, and the Authority 


of it ridicul'd, his Goſpel ro be flighted, and the 
Grace of it trampled upon, and never reckon for 


all theſe Indignities done him? No, Sinner, thon 
art miſtaken it thou think him altogether ſuch an 
one a thy ſelf. 


Say got then, I ſhall bave Peace though I go on © 


for that's to contradict God, who hath ſaid, There 


is n0 Peace to the wicked: Neither »ſay thou, I 


will repent of it hereafter, though I go on in fe 
for a while; for that's to contradict thy. felf, 
fince the ſame Reaſon that there is for thy re- 
penting hereaſter holds for thy repenting now. Do 


not then by a daring Preſumption run thy ſelf 


upon an endleſs Deſpalr. 
Now, Conſider this ye that: forget God, Conſider. 


it ſeriouſly, and be perſwaded to break. of this. } 


wicked Courſe of Life you lead. 


Conſider that an unclean Converſation is a cer- 
tain Sign and Evidence of à Graceleſs Heart; it 
manifeſts: the Prevalency and Predominance of the. 
corrupt Nature, and that the unclean Spirit is up- 
on the Throne. And if thou live and die Grace-- 
teſs, thou art undone for ever. | 


8 Conkder 
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Conſider alſo that it is a very dangerous thing 
to ſin agalnſt the Warnings and Cheeks of Con- of 
ſeience. few go on in this Sin without Diſturb- | s V 
65 lometimes from their own Conſclences, which | do 

V O. do. not this abominabl: thing which the Lord | doi 
"Fares : Take heed of baffling your own Conſei- mix 

ences, and ot ruſhing as Balaam, upon this Sword's eve 

Point, leſt you provoke God to ſear your Con- are 

ciences, and to give you up to your own Heart's. 

Luſts, and fo to ſeal you ufto Condemnation. 

When Men deal with their Conſciences as the 89 

domites dealt with Lot, preſs hard upon em, and 

will not allow em to be Reproyers and Judges, 

(Gen. 19, 9.) Sodom's Plagues are. not far off; 
Tire and Brimſtone and a horrible Tempeſt. 


Conſider alſo that an outward Profeſſion: of Re- 
-ligion 8 ſo far from excuſing, that really it ag-. 
8 Abominations; it now aggravates 
| the Guilt of the Sin, and will ſhortly- aggravate - 
/ the Ruin of the Sinner. Be ſure your Sin will find 

Jon out, the perhaps your Neighbours do not. 


Sxcondly, If you be in ſome meaſure: convinced 
of the. Evil of this Sin, I would now pat you in 4 
way. 10 break off fon it; and God by. ms Grace 
put you. into the right way! Perhaps. by this time, 
lame of theſe. Sinners, -rheſs. Sinners . againſt their + 
own . Souls, may be ſo ſick of their Diteale as to 


be glad of a Phyfician, and defirous of 4 Cure... th! 
You that are enflav'd to theſe filthy Luſts, and Di 
uoder the. Power cf them, that labour in tbrſe Fires, 

like, Iſrael. in Saypt, Do you not /b, as they ; 
did,; By reaſon of the Bondage: Are. you not Weary: bs 
of ſtrring divers Laſts and Pleaſures, thoſe- untea- be} 
ſonable Task-Maſters, and ſuffering at the. fame: pf 
umecthe trequent Laſhes of an accuhng Coalci- En 


(nee, 


7 
x: 


= - _— = Y WP ta oY w 
a. 4 n 8 4 * : ” 
. a . 4 0 


ence, that juſt avenger under God Aye you never 
brought to wiſh that you were diſentangled out 
of the Snare you are in, and that you could liye- 
a Virtuous and a Religions Life, as you ſee ſome: 


do who have the Comfort and Honour of ſo 


doing ? Do you never bluſb to think of the abo- 
minable Luſts you are under the Dominion of? Nor 
ever tremble to think of the Bottomleſs pit you: 
are upon the Brink of 2 | Fr 


Know (Sinner) that the God of Heaven thinks 
the Time long that thou coutinueſt in thine Un. 
cleanneſs.. See how he expoſtulates with filthy 
Sinners, Jer. 13. 27. Milt thou net be made clean? 
hen ſball it once be? And doſt not thou think 
it long enough 2 May not the Time paſt ſuffice that thou 
haſt walk'd in Laſciviouſneſs?I Pet. 4. 3- Is thy Conſci- 
ence ſear dels thy Heart quite hardned? Are Darts, God's 
Darts, counted as Stubble before ibee, and canſt thou, with 
the Leviathan, laugh at the ſoaking of this Spear? 
Job 41- 29. Shall no Conſiderations influence thee > - 
Shall neither Reaſon nor Religion ſway with thee? 
If they may be calmly and 1mpartially heard, 1! 
dare ſay thou wouldſt be prevail'd with to break 
off this vile and wicked Courſe. of Liſe, and: # 
wouldſt thankfully ſubmit to the Method of Cure, 
tho* the Operations neceſſary to the Cure may be. 
dificult and diſpleaſing. to. Fleſh. and Blood... 


Would you then be cleanſed from this Leproſy... 1 


this noiſom and dangerous Diſeaſe? Obſerve theſe 


Directions. 


Firſt, Heartihi repent 4 all the Uncleann eſß your: 
Heye been guilty of, and be deeply humbled: ſor it: 
before the Lord this. Day. Reſt not in a bare Dil>: 
pliceney and Diſlike of the. Sin, as if that would 
mount: to. Repentance; 4mon hated. Tamar, when 
a he 


30 A Word of Advice to the 

he had ſatisfied his Brutiſn Luft, and yet was far 
from being a true Penitent ; no, tis neceſſary that 
you experience in your own Souls a very great 
and deep. Sorrow for the Sin, and that you refle# 
upon it with the higheff Regret and Remorſe 
Imaginable. | | 


Think of the Afﬀronr you have done to the 
Holy God, the Guilt and Stain you have brought 
upon your own Souls; think of the Folly and 
Filthineſs of it. Think what you have loft and 
ſorſeited by it, the Favour of God, the Grace of 
Chriſt, and the Joys of Heaven: Think what you 


have deſerved and expogd your ſelves to by it, 


Temporal; Spiritual, and Eternal Judgments. Think 
of theſe Things till you are prick'd to the Heart, 
and in bitterneſs for the Sin, as one that is in bit- 


terneſs for 4 Firſi-born ; and contract ſuch an ha- 


Þitual. Ind{gnation. againſt the Sin, and your ſelves 
' becauſe of it, 3s that you may be pain'd upon 
every Remembrance of it, and may even loath your 
ſelves becauſe of it. 


They that can eaſily forgive themſelves upon a 


ſlight and ſuperficial Repentance, and flatter them- 


ſelves with a' Conceit that God has thereupon for- 


given them, will eaſily be brought to yield to the 
next Temptation : It is therefore neceſſary that 


you take Pains with your own Hearts, to work: 


upon them the powerful Influence of thoſe Con- 
fiderafions which are proper to open Springs of 
Godly Sorrow there, and to keep them ever 
flow ing. 


After Davii had been but once guilty of U- 


cleanneſs, he went mourning from Day to Day for 
it. The Sin was ever before bim; Plal, 51. 3. The 
Remembrance of it broke bis Bones.. v. ö. and-was 
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to him as a heavy Burthen, too heavy even for 


him to bear. Pſal. 38. 4, 5, 6. Solomon con- 
teſſeth that he had found it more bitter han 
Death, and calls it not a Trick of Youth, or an 
excuſable ſlip of Humatie Frailty, but the Wickea- 
neſs of Filly, even of 2 and Madneſs. Eccl. 
7. 25, 26. Imitate theſe great Penitents. Lay 
Load® upon your ſelves, and lie in the Duſt be- 
fore God in Penitential Tears. Let the Sin be a 
Terror to you in the Reflection upon what's 
paſt, and then it will not appear ſuch a Pleaſure: 
ro you as formerly, in the next Temptation. Thus 
the Quarre! with it muſt begin, with true Re- 
morſe and Godly Sorrow for our- former Folly, 
aud then tis to be hop'd the Quarrel will be 
lrreconcileable. 


Perhaps it will help to melt and break the 
hard and ſtony Heart, if you humbly confeſs your 
Guilt, not only to God, but to your Miniſter, or 
to ſome Chriſtian Friend, eſpecially if the Offence. 
hath been made publick, and has prov'd a Scan- 
dal: The Scripture preſcribes this Method of 
Cure, fam. 5. 16. Confeſs your Fau one to 40 
thor, and pray one for anatber, that you may. be healed. 
That you may effeQually humble your ſelves, it 
will be of uſe for you to ſhame your ſelves; 
You have not been aſham'd to fin, be not aſham'd 
to repent, for next to the Credit of an Innocent 
is that of a Pexitent. Do then as the convicted 
Leper under the Law, Lev; 13. 25. Pur thy (elf. 
into his Place and Poſture, and cry with Sorrow 
and Self-loathing, #nclean, unclean. | 


Secondly, Take up 4 full Reſolution by the Grace 
of God, now to break off this vicious Courſe of Life, 
and never to return to it again. Faint Purpoſes 
will net ſerve. for the diſentangling of you * 
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deceive you and betray you to the Tempter: 
Wifhing and woulging is but triffing: "Tis not enov 
to ſay I hope I ſhal] 
again, ſurely I ſh,ll never again be ſuch a Fool 
as I have been; but you muſt ſay, In the ſtrength 
of God I am firmly v. ſolꝰd I nner will, It theſe 
Fleſhly Luſts be indeed your Enemies, as certainly 
they are dangerous Enemies, ycu muſt carry on 
a War againſt them with Vigour. Feeble Effoi rs 
will never repel the ſtrong Aſſaults of this Temp. 
tation: You muſt be ſtedfaltly refolv's agairſt 
ir. Say nor, It I make a Reſclution J doubt I 
ſpall break it, that's to yield to Satan. But 1 will 
mike a Re ſelu- ion, and I truft in God I ſhall never 
bre:kit; this is to refiſt the Devil, and if we do 
this taithſully, be will fee from us. 


There have been Inſtances of thoſe that by 
the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace have conquer'd at d 
fubdu'd Habirs that were extreamly v7ciovs, and 
have been wonderfully chang'd in the Temper of 
their Spirits, and the Courſe of their Lives, and 
the ſame e that wrought mightily in them 
ſhall be ſufficient ſor you, if you pray for it, im- 
prove it, and do not rebel againſt ir. Argue the 
Caſe with ycur ſelves, reaſon with ycur own 
Hearts upon it, and ler the Reſult be a ſettled 
Re ſolution to cleanſe your ſelves from all Filthineſs, 
both of Fleſh and Stirit, that you may perfect He- 
lineſs in the Fear of God. 2 Cor. 7. 1. 


What can binder but that you ſhould ſpeedily 
come up to a firm Reſolution in this Matter: 
Swear this to the Lord, and vow it to the Mighty 
God of Facob, That you will never, never more 
have Fellowſtip with theſe uufruitſul Works of 
Darkneſs 3 That you will never return again 3 

. Fell. 


never be guilty of this Sin 


|  Wanton au Onclean,. 33 
Folly. Bind your Souls with a ſokmn Bond to | 
this purpoſe, Bind them faſt, for they are apt tos 
fly of: Let every Chriſtian in this ſenſe vos 
Chaſtity, 8nd call God to witneſs that you are 
fincere in it. 3 
= Thirdly, Let the Fear of God rule in your Hearts, You 
believe there is a God, you dare not deny it, you 
dare not queſtion it; And do you not know that 
this God ſees you, and is acquainted with all your 
Ways ; that he will judge you and call you to an ac- 
count for all your Works? Do you not know that his 
Eye is always upon you, and that all the hidden 
Works of Darkneſs are open before him > 
Be perſwaded therefore to ſet the Loxd always 
before vou; and dare not to do that in his Sight and 
Preſence, which you would not dare to do in the 
Sight and Preſence of a Worm of the Earth like 
=o ſelvess When none elſe ſees, Take heed, God 
A” 
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1 A living Principle of Grace in your Hearts will 
9 purify and clean ſe them, and then the Streams will 
0 not be thus muddy and polluted. Caſt Salt, the Salt 
5 of Grace into theſe Springs, and then the Waters 
# will be healed. Mabe the Tree Good, and then 
I the Fruit will be geol. Stand in Aw of God's un- 
d ſpotted Purity, his tremendous Majeſty, and his 
ſtrict and unercing Juſticez and ſay, How dare I 
* live tuch a Life as this in a conſt ant Contempt of God's 
Authority, and Rebellion againſt his Juſtice? How 
dare I provike a God of alm'gity Power to Fea- 


y | 72? Am I ſtronger than he? None caſt off Modeſty 
* till they have caſt,off the Fear of God, and are re- 
15 lolv'd to live Without him. It you have the Fear 
_ of God before your Eyes, you will ſay as Foſeph 
of did, whenever you are aflaulted by any Temp:ations 
is of 


34 A Word of Advice to the 
Of this Kind, How can I do this great Wickedneſs and 
Vn ag ainſt Goa? | 


Fourthly, Stand upon your Guard, againſt the Firſt 
Appearance of this Evil, and all Approaches towards it. 
Take heed of every thing that leads to Uncleanneſs, 
that looks like it, or looks towards it, If you would 
be innocent from the Great Tranſgreſſion, allow 
not your ſelves in leffer Tranſgreſſions of this 
Kind. The unwary Fly often tools away her Life 
by. playing about the Candle. Thoſe Sports and 
Dallfances which ſeem harmleſs may introduce the 
greateſt Miſchiefs, as the little Thief thruſt in at the 
Window opens the Door to the Great Ones. Nemo 
repentt fit turpiſſomus. Men arrive not at firſt to the 


higheſt Pitch of this Wickedneſs, but gradually, and 


by Indulgences leſs criminal, come to the vileſt Enor- 
mities ; The Way of this Sin is down hill, a Man 
cannot eaſily ſtop himſelf; One unclean Thought, 
Word or Action, draws on another, ſtrengthens the 
Corruptions by gratifying them, weakens the Con- 
victiens by baffling them, and ſo the unthinking 
Sinner goes from bad to worſe: ſo like to the letting 
forrh of Water is the Beginning of this Sin, therefore 


if you love your Souls, {cave it off before it be ned 


died with. 
Pread a Snake under the greenGraſs,and take heed 
where you tread, Fear this Enemy and come not 
within his Borders, Watch that you enter not into 
this Temptation, for it will be ro eaſie matter to 
make a Retreat. Do as Hcly Jeb did, make a Cove- 
nant with your Eyes (the common In-Letrs of this 
Sin) that you may not admit, much leſs entertain, any 
wanton and unchaſt Deſires. (Job. -31. 1. ) If you 
would not be burnt do not take Fire into your Bo- 
ſom, nor £0 non het Coals. tis Sols mon's Compari- 
ſen Prov. 6. 27, 28. Cruſh this Cockatrice in the 
Ege, leſt the Fruit of it be a fiery flying * 
| | uc 
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Pluck up this Root of Bitterneſs as ſoon as it puts 
forth, leſt ir ſpring up and trouble you,, and thereby 
you, and any more be defiled. Heb. 12, 13. 


Fifthly, Be quick and perempory in your Refiſtante 
of Temptations to this Sin, Stand not to parley with 
them, nor ever liſten to Terms of Surrender, Eve 
was half betray'd when ſhe entred into Diſcourſe 
with the Serpent, and was willing to hear what 
he had to ſay. ts; 


Arguments enough there are againſt this Sin, 
and very couvincinꝑ, cogent ones; your ſober Thoughts 
have many a time repreſented rhem ro you in their 
Evidence and Demonſtration : Be farisfied then, 
and look upon the Cafe to be fo plain as that 
there needs nor a Diſpute upon it: There are no 
Probabilities, nothing but Fallactes on the fide of 
the Temptation: And yet ſuch is the Weakneſs, 
Deceitfultets and deſperate Wickedneſs of your 
own Hearts, that you, may be impos'd upon ere you 
are aware, if you admit of a Debate concerning 
it, and recommit the Reſolues you have made. 


Therefore, when ever you are ſollicited to this 
Sin, ſtartle at the Thought of it, with the utmoſt 


Abhorrence and Deteſtation imaginable. Say us 


Peter, Acts 10. 14. Not ſo, or nitbing unclean bath 
come into my Mouth, Say as David in another 
Caſe, 1 Chron.” 11. 19. My God forb:4 it me, that 
I ſbeuld do this thing ! Say as our Saviour has taught 
us to ſay, when the Temprer aſſaults us, Ger tbe 
hence Satan, Mat. 4. 10. The Lord rebuke this un- 
clean Spirit, ſo as that it may net be ſuffer d to 
ſpeak, The Lord that hath choſen Feruſalem vebule 
jr, Let the very Temptation be to you 45 4 Theory 
in be Fliſh, a Pain and a Terror, and not a Plea- 

| | D — ſure 
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ure. You that have fallen into this Sin hve 
ound by ſad Experience, how dangerous it is to 
venture too far: Therefore, dread the Thoughts of 
reaſeninęg with an Indifferency, concerning that which 
be ing conſ?fſedly moſt wxreaſonable, muſt be gainſaid 
with a je:tre Reſolution. As he that will diſp:re 
whether the1& be a God or no, muſt be biſs'd ar 
in the Schools, and not argue! with, to muit he 
that will queſtion Whether he ſhould brep the Law 
of God, in ſo plain a Caſe, or bak it. 


Sixchly, Keep at 4 Diſtance from the Tempter. If 
there be any 8 Perſon that you are in ſpe- 
cial Danger of being enſnar d by, avoid that Perſon 
as you would avoid one that you were in danger 
of Lang infeted by with the Plague, tho' other- 
wiſe dear to you. | 


The wiſe Man's Advice, or rather the wiſe God's 
Command is, Kemeve thy way far from the Houſe. 
Lore 5. 8.) much more far from the Man, the 

oman, that under Colour of Love and Friend- 
ſhip would allure you with the Devil's Baits, into 
che Devil's Nets. This ſeems to be in part in- 
tended in that Command which our Saviour hath 


given us, to cat off ibe right. Hand, and pluck ont the right 
Eye which offends us, Mat. 5 29,30. and again, Mat. 18. 


.$, 9. Though the Perſen be dear to us, and could be 
as ill ſpar 4 as a right Eye, or a right Hand, yet 
reſolve upon a Separation. This was Foſeph's Wil- 
dom that he would not be «lone in the Hoaſe with 
his Miftreſs, when he perceived her vile Defigns. 
Ges. 39. 10. 11. When we thruſt our ſelves into 
Temptation, we put our felves out of God's Pro- 
tection, for be hath promis d to Frep us in 42 aur 
ways, and not otherwiſe. Preſume not too near 
me Danger in the firengrh of your own Recſoluti 
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ens, that Hitberte you will go and. no further, leſt 
you be found tempting the Devil to tempt you, 


and fo become your own Betrayers. If you would 


be Vet from Hun, keep owt of Harms way. 


This Cavtion muſt go further than the particu- 
Jar Perſon you are in danger of being enſnat d 
by; you muſt carefully avoid the Places of Temp- 
tation to this Sin. As the Plays have» many of 
them in rhis degenerate Age been plainly de- 
ſipgn'd>ro teach the Arts of Debauchery, and not 
only to palliate this Wickedneſs as a Jeſt, but to 
recommend it as the Accompliſhment of a fniſd'd 
Gentleman, ſo the Play- Houſes have been the Ren- 
dezvouz of theſe Sinners, where the | Plays have 
been indeed ated. There rhoſe are nue and 
diſciplin d, who having in their Baptiſm renounced 
the Pomps and Vanities of this Warld, and all the 
Safu! Lufts of the Fleſh, and liſted themſelves under 
the Binner of the Croſs, now in effect diſclain 
their Bapriſm, return to thoſe Pomps and Vani- 
ties (by which was originally meant the Plays) and 
embrace theſe Flefſhly Luſts, and engage chemſelyes 
to fbi manſully againſt Virtue and Religion, and 
all rhar's Sacred, and to continue the Devil's ſaith- 


ful Seruants and Saldiers to their Lives end, And 


are theſe: Perſons fir for you to aſſociate with? 
Are cheſe Places fit for you to he found in? No, 
chou love thy Soul, if thou wouldſt preſerve thy : | 
iPoricy, Peace and, Honour, came not nigh tbe Door 
af chat Houſe ;, amid it, paſs net by it, urg fromit, 
and paſs aa. FS: 


Seventhly, Think much of Death and Hell. Sin- 
ners of this kind muſt be ſav'd with Fear, i. e- 
they .muſt be flighten d out of their Sin, pd out 
aj tbe Fire with a Friendly Violence. We muft 


1 5 2 not, 
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not, we dare ' not prophely ſmooth things to you, we 
propheſy Deceit if we do. O that theſe Sinners i- 
Sion were afraid! O that Fearfulneſs might (ur - 


prize them! Let your Hearts meditate Terror, the 


Terrors of the Lord, which from the Word of God 
we dehre to ſet before you, not to frighten you 
out of your Wits, but to '1ighten you out of yuur Sir g. 


And tis better to be (av'd with Fear, than that 


you ſhould be damn d your ſelves without Fear. 


Death is the Xing of Terrors, O that it might 
appear ſo terrible to you as to cool the Courage 
you take in 4 © finful way? Sirs, you are dying 
Creatures,, your Days upon Earth are to be but 
few: And perhaps you ate ſhortning the Days di 
your Life, and baftning che Day of your Death 
by this lewd and vicious Courſe of Life you live. 
But © what a diſmal Change will Death make 
when it comes! A diſmal Change, when the 
charming Eyes (as they now call them) which give 


the wanton Glances, hall fung and fail, and be 


I 


cl w: Whey the Countenance that is - now 
ud of its S | her 
neſs, and become Gbaftly; when the Body that ft 
now p amperd and indulg d, and ſuch Provrfion 
made for it, ſhall become a loarhſom Carcaſs: O 
let the Thoughts of the Pains and Agomies of a 
Death- Bed, and the Darkneſs and Terror of a Bed 
in the Grave, be an effectual Damp and Check to 
all the forbidden Pleaſures of the Bed of Unclean- 
nefs! It would be thought nnaccountably abſurd, 
and would be imputed to a very high degree of 
Hardneſs and Searedneſs, if a Malefactor condemn'd 


to die, and che Warrant fign'd for his Execution 


too Morrow, ſhould fc far forget the dreadful Pomp 
of it, as to ſpend rhe Night in wanton Sport and 
Kevyelling, in Mirth and Laughter. And are * 

ure 


n-deep Beauty fhall gather — 


oy 


% we. (Y a 5 


went on, end are now paying der for all thei 
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fare that you ſhall live till too Morrow? This Night, | 
perhaps your Sou! may be requir 4 of you. And O 
what a Terror wil! Deach be if it ſurprize you 
while you go on in this ſinful way?! Oe: 


But this is not all; Aſter Death wild be the 


Fudzm:nt, a {Irift and pariiculay Judgment, inte 


which God will bring every ſccret Thing ; and afcer 
Judament, the Fire of Hell will certainly be the 
Portion of all thoſe that live and dic in this Sin: 


| Tf God be truc it wik Our Saviour chunders 


Hell and Dannarton agamſt this Sin, and you may 
aſlute your ſelves he is in ear-eft : He has told us 
that if we do not mortufie theſe corrupt Diſpofiti- 
ons, our whoie Bedy foal be caft mo Hill, Mat. 
5. 29, 30. e 


Lay your Ears by Faith to the Gates of Hell, 
and hear the deleful Shricks and Out-Cries of 


Multitudes that livid as ſecurely in this Sin as 


you o, and faid they ſhould have Peace tho they 


brutiſh le tres, in n Freinity of caſcleſs and. 
te med leſs Torments. The Prophet ſpeaks of it 
a; a very ſad Change, which approaching judgment; 
in ti. World would make with . ibe Dauebiers of 
Sion, den there ſhould be injfead of 4 Cird e, 4 
Kent, a inlead of n. ſe: Hair, Balds.ſs. Ifa. 3. 2. 
But much more drea-'f..l, and amaZivrg wil the 
Change e, when i ſica®& of the Cup of Forn;- 
cation. wie cwirh theſe i:cſorred Sinneis are now 
intoxicated, te Righteons God who has faid he 


vill 3:dge \% horemongers and, Adulterers, ſhall 


put into their Hauds a Cup of Fury, a Cup of 
Tremb. ing, a Cup of Fire and Brimfione. Inftead 
of Muſick and Songs of Mirth, there ſhall be wie- 


ing and nailing and tet of Tub. Inſtead of 


* 
# ; 
: 
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a Bed of Down ſhall be 'a Bed of Flames; In- 


ſtead of the amorous Society of them that weaf 


ſoft Clozthing, there liall be the Company of De- 


vils and damned Spirits. Let a Holy Fear of this 
be a Damp to all Carnal Mirth, and. an eftectual 
Check to a] forbidden Pleaſures. Who aming you 
can dwell with devouring Fire, who can ichabit tver- 
laſting Bur nings 7 | | 


- Eigthly, Liſt np your Hearts in Prayer to God for 


Sirength and Grace to enable you to mortifie fltſhly, 


Luſts, and to reſiſt every Temptation to this Sin. Prayer 
is 2 principal Part of that Armour of God 'which 
we are to pat on, that we may be able to fand 
tgainſt the wiles of tbe Devil. Tis that which girds 
op all the reft, and fetches in that Spirit from on 
bigh which alone makes our Armour impenetrable, 
and us inuunerable. Eph. 6. 18, 


Let ir be your daily Prayer to Almighty God, 
that he would lead you out of th Temptation 
which affaulrs you ſo frequently, ſo vigorouſſy, that 
he would deliver you from thi Evil, this Sin which 
moſt eaſily beſets you Pray againſt your own Iniquity, 
which hath ſo often, and ſo long had Dominion 
over you. O pray carneſtly that the Power -of 
Divine Grace may be greatly magnified and glori- 
Fed in the ſuppreſſing and extirpating of thoſe 
vicious Habits, which have hitherto ſeem'd invete- 
rate and obſtinate to thgMMethods of Grace. Go and 
complain to Chi iſt for thy felf, as ſome did for their 
Relations when he was here on Earth, Have mercy 
en mt, thiu Son of David, my Soul is grieven ff) 
vexed with an unden Spirit; Lord, diſpoſſeſs him, 
eaft him out, This Kind gorth not ent but by Prayer 
en1 Faſting ; Add Faſting therefore to thy Pray- 
cis and thon ſhalt not fee in v. in. 
| | Whenever 
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F ' Whenever you find jour ſelves entring into this, | 
4 Tempra tion.” Watch and Fray. Lift up your Hearts 
to God in ſuch an Ejaculation as that of !Nebemjab's. 
| | in another Caſe, Now ibereſore O God firengibin my | 
l Hands; ſtreng'/hen them for this Conflict, tha 1 
may come off 2 Conqueror: Scme of the Anci- | 
ents thought that the Thorn in the Fleſh w hich St. | 
Paul complain'd of was a violent Temp:ation to Un- 
cleanneſs, A Meſſerger of S21an { for ſoa i ſuch Tem- 
y tations are) which buffetted him; and it was fo far 
y rom pleaſing him that it pain d him, and was as a 
? Sword in bis Bones. But by Prayer, inſtant and im- 
{ portunate Prayer, he pievaild for Grace (uftcient. 
5 2 Cor. 12. 7. 8. 9. And it we come in Faich on 
n the ſame Errand, we need not Fear but we ſhall 
; ſpeed as he did. 4 
Ninthly, Bring the Body into Subjection, by Abſtinence, 
E and Labour. Luxury and Idleneſs are often the unhappy 
n Incentives and Caufes of this Sin. Sodom was made 
t | a very Sink of Uncleannefs by Fxlxeſs of Bread (not 
1 Plenty, but the Abuſe of Plenty) 74 abzndance of 
„ Idleneſs, Exch. 16. 49. what Solomom faith of a Ser- 
n vant is tive of the Body; He that dilicately biings 
f it up from a Child, ſna have it become bis Sen, nay 
. his Maſter, his Taſkmaſter at the length. Pr. 29. 21, | 
e They that do not deny thEmſe.ves in other Things , | 
— will find it the more difficult to deny themſelves in N 5 
q this, 172 
Ty | | 
y Corporal Auſterities, and Mortifications, tho' Me- 
Init is not to be placed in them, nor will they of 
1, . themſelves, without the Grace of God, gam us a | 
7 Victory, Yer they ate xcellent Means to ſubdue 
— Luſt, and to bring che 80d) into a goed Temper, | 
that it may be more nan#geable by Religion ad 
5 | right | 
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right Reaſon. If you cannot drive out this Enemy 
by Storm, ery to / ftarv» him out, by denying your 
ſelves the Uſe even of rhofe Jawfu] things which 


through the lu: mij of the Fleſh may prove a Snare to ' 


— Pamper not the Body wieh Varieties, ad 
inties, leſt it grow wanton, But 4% hour ſel v. 
to deny your ſel ves, So ſhall ir become eaſy to you. 


Live not in Soth; for when you have n-thing 


to do, the Devil wil; quickly find you ſomet hing te 


do. Standing Waters gather Filh, While running 


Streams keep pu e. ke always employing yuur 


ſeives in ſome good Buſmeſt, and then perhaps 
will find it as effectual an Anſwer to a 
empracion, to ſay I hive no leiſurt, as to fay 4 


bave no leave. Love not the Bed of Idlencſs, 


leſt it turn into the Bed of Luſt. 


Tenthiy, Do vet - brep the Devil's Counſel, This 
Pic 


Treaſon is in effect 


bates the Light and ſeeks the Shade as much 
as any other. Doth this Sin then moſt % 
beſet you? Is it violert and jmportunzte in its Al- 


| faules? If you have a Friend that is fir to make 

4 Confident of, it may do well to ohen your Caſe. 
to ſuch a Feind that wi] Ea} feithſully with you, - 
and will he'p you by Prayer end ſuitable Advice, 
{ and it may be, ſpeak ſome ird in S.ajor. 


It may be of Uſe to ſh me your ſe;v:s out of the 


er of being overcome, by confeſiing your Hirab- 


neſr, and obliging your ſclyes to con eſs your wick- 


edutfs, if in any Inſtance you ſhould be overcome. 


You had better ſhame your ſelves to a fairhtul 


Friend that will pity you and help you, than let = 
| in 


d when ir is diſcovered, and 
the Devices of it will be brought to noag't, if they 
be bur brought 10 Lizkt. for it is an evil at 


, "EP % "wa | ' ks k 25 N 
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Sin get Head, and not only ſhame yon in this World 
before Men that will inſult over you, but fill your 
Face with everlaſting Shame and Contempt. we - 


Tf You think theſe Methods of Cure too diſſi- 
'cult, and call theſe Directions hard Sayings which 
| cannot be born, you have reaſon to fear that you 

are not yer throughly convinced of the Danger 
of your Diſeaſe, nor truly deſirous to be madr whole. 
If the Prophet had bid thee do ſome great Thing for j 
the Cure of a bodily Sickneſs, cn!d'ft thou not have dene | 
it, bow much more when for thy Spiritual Cure be | 
oni aich to thee, waſh and be clean ? | 


And now (Sinner) muſt I cloſe this Paper and {| 
leave thee as I found thee Will be that is filthy reſolve 
to be filthy ſtill? And will he that 7s unclean be- uncle | 
ſtill? God Forbid : Shall neither the Terrors of the {| 
Lord ftarile thee and awaken thee out of thy Se- 
cuilty in this ſinful Way? Nor his Goodneſs win 
upon thee to lead thee to Repentance > Wilt thou 
make thy Condition deſperate by adhering to that 
deſperate Reſolve, There is 70 Hope, 20, For I have 
loved Sirangers, and aſter them I will go. Fer 2. 25, Is 
Religion a Jeſt,and Reaſon a Sham, and the Arguments 
fetch d from the Word of God, and the Sober 
Senſe of all Mankind but Rant and Banter? Shall 
all that has been ſaid be turn'd off with a Flour, 
and converted into Sport and Ridicule? vet know 
that thine Unbelief cannot mage the Wrath and 
Curſe of God of none Effect. Tho“ thou loveſt to 
funber, yet thy Dannatian ſlumbers not, 


If after all thou doſt indeed prefer the Gra- 
tiſi cation of a baſe Luſt betore the Favour of God, 
and the Pleaſures of Wiſdom's Ways; If thou doſt 
indeed chooſe the Puddle Water of ſenſual * 
| | rather 


a 


"az AlWord of Advice to the 
rather than the pyre Water of Life, and the Wine of 
Divine Conſolations; If thou wilt rather expoſe thy 


ſelf to all the juſt Reproaches of thine own Con- 
ſcience now, and to all the Miſeries of the Damned 


for ever, than ſubmit thy Self eo the Reſtraint | 
+ and Conduct of Vertue and Religion; Know then, 


that God alſe will chooſe thy. Deluſons, and they 
will be thine eternal Deſtructions: Se bl thy 
Diem be, thow thy ſelf baſt decided it. 18 
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